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contributions to civilization most people, of every race and colour,
and of the West or the East, are "barbarians." Yet Dr. Wissler
would call the Americans and Europeans and all Whites civilized,
because he would give every White person credit for every inven-
tion made by any White person at any time.

"If one is to credit," says Professor Ernest A. Hooten, Professor
of Anthropology in Harvard University, "all Whites with every
cultural achievement made by any White race or race of mixed
origin styled 'White/ the same latitude must be extended to the
Negro. Under such an interpretation, a large share of responsibility
for the great civilization of India must be assigned to Negroes,
since there is unquestionably strong Negroid strain in the Indian
population, and who can prove that Indian culture is due wholly
or predominantly to the White strains in that great mixed group of
peoples?" And he adds immediately: "Every civilization grows up,
to a great extent, from the borrowings and accretions from other
cultures" (Hooten, Up from the Ape, p. 592*). "If it is the first step
that counts," says Professor R. H. Lowie of the University of
California, "science, like all culture, is not the work of one or two
favoured nations or races, but of humanity as a whole" (Lowie,
Cultural Anthropology, p. 341). In which case, the credit for every
invention must go to everybody!

Dr. Wissler is not alone in taking the view that imitation is
characteristic of the barbarian. Says Dr. Dixon: "Thus the superi-
ority of matches over the fire-stick or flint and steel leads every
savage people to desire them, and, if trade facilities are adequate,
their use supplants the more primitive methods which are thus
entirely discarded. Yet the savage does not and cannot make matches
for himself. The silk-ways across Asia supplied Rome with silk,
yet, although the material was long used, it was centuries before silk
manufacture entered Mediterranean culture as a trait Such cases
of the use of products of a higher or different culture are not,
strictly speaking, cases of true diffusion at all. It is obvious, then,
that we must make a distinction between the transfer from one
culture area to another, of the use of a material product supplied by
1 Published by George Allen & Unwin Ltd*